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[Abstract]

Legal Tasks for Sustainable Development and Use
of Groundwater

Kim, Eunju
(Law School, Jeju National University)

Nowadays, as climate change becomes more evident, there is an
increasing need to develop groundwater as alternative water resources to
prepare for drought and emergency situations. Groundwater is highly useful
and often with abundant sources. But indiscriminate groundwater
development can lead to risks such as groundwater contamination,
groundwater depletion and ground subsidence. Moreover, groundwater is a
common pool resource that allows the use of one user to limit the use of
another. Therefore, in order to prevent the depletion of groundwater and to
ensure the sustainable use of the community, a legal system for rational
management is needed. This study examined the provisions related to
groundwater sustainability, focusing on the Groundwater Act and Special act
on the establishment of JEJU special selp-governing province and the
development of free international city. These laws aim at the sustainable
groundwater development, but do not contain sufficient regulatory standards
and procedures to achieve their goals. This legal limit is also because our
society has not agreed on specific levels of groundwater sustainability.
Therefore, in order to achieve groundwater sustainability, we must develop
specific goals and plans that reflect climate change and include them in the
norm. It is also required that quantitative and numerical regulatory standards
be included in the laws for practical regulations. Finally, sustainable
groundwater legislation should include provisions to promote social equality.
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